
Chapter 18 

Section 1: The Origins 
of Progressivism 



The Progressive Era 

 The roots of 20th century 
reform 

Many movements arose in 
the cities of the northeast, 
Midwest, & west coast 



Roots were in Nativism, 
prohibition, purity, crusades, 
electoral reforms, charity 
reform, social gospel 
philosophy, & settlement 
houses 

Reacting to urbanization, 
mining, & rapid industrialization  



The Progressives: Their Goals & Beliefs 

4 categories 

Social, moral, economic, & 
political 

4 basic beliefs 



Government should… 

Be more accountable to its 
citizens 

Curb the power & influence 
of wealthy interests 

Be given expanded powers 
so that is could become more 
active in improving the lives 
of its citizens 

 



Become more efficient & 
less corrupt so that they 
could competently handle 
an expanded role 



Igniting Reform: Writers & their 
new ideas 

Two Early Reformers 

Henry George wrote Progress 
& Poverty to explain why 
poverty continued 

Because people bought land 
& wouldn’t sell until the price 
went up 



Proposed the government 
charge landowners a tax on land 

Edward Bellamy published 
Looking Backward 

About a man who underwent 
hypnosis & woke up in 2000- 
U.S. was a utopian country 

View influenced the Populist 
party platform 



The Muckrakers  

Muckrake- rake or pitch 
fork used to clean 
manure & hay out of 
stables 

Uncovered the ills of 
society 



Progressive Reform Organizations 

 

Rise of Labor Unions  (Protect workers) 

Employers discouraged 
union membership 

If they formed, businesses 
could count on injunctions 

Prevented strikes 



Socialists 

Economic & political philosophy 
favoring public or government 
control of property & income 

Many wanted to end capitalism, 
distribute wealth equally, & have 
government ownership of 
American industries 



1901 formed the Socialist Party 
of America 

By 1912 party won more than 
1,000 government offices 



Women’s Groups 

National Consumer’s League 
(NCL) organized in 1899 to unite 
local leagues 

Women investigated the 
conditions under which goods 
were made & sold 

Insisted that factories obey state 
inspection laws & pay a 
minimum wage 

 



Two Women Reformers 

Florence Kelley 

Through her efforts Illinois 
passed a law prohibiting child 
labor, limited working hours 
for women, & regulating 
sweatshop conditions 

Put in charge on enforcing the 
law 



Later served as general 
secretary of the NCL 

Mother Jones 

Organized unions for workers 

Best known in West Virginia & 
Colorado mines 

1905 helped found the 
International Workers of the 
World (IWW) 



Progressive Resistance 

Sought increased 
government involvement in 
people’s lives 

Perceived as insensitive to 
the poor 


